
Good afternoon, 

everyone

Guy (Palmer)



Déjà vu all over again

• At the last AGM (April 2021), I 

announced that we were 

successfully bouncing back from 

Covid

• We then went back into lockdown for 

5 of the following 7 months

• Today I am announcing that we 

really are bouncing back from Covid

• So, get ready for the next lockdown?



Where we are now

• 683 members as of now

• 78 classes in term 2, 73 of 

which are face-to-face

• 18 venues across Nillumbik

• Back at Old Eltham Courthouse

• No long waiting lists for classes

• Fortnightly Gibber Gabbers



Membership over time
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Membership by geography

East Banyule (23%)

Elsewhere (16%)

Rural North Nillumbik (4%)

Rural South Nillumbik (4%)

Hurstbridge (3%)

Diamond Creek (5%)

Eltham/Research (44%)



Membership rates by geography
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Some other things we did during Term 1

• Agreed a lease for the courthouse

• Got the courthouse ready for classes

• Regularised our guest speakers

• Re-opened our book swap

• Re-started our information stalls

• Re-started our events programme:

• New members event on 18th May

• Biggest morning tea on 1st June



1. Tutors

2. Geographic venues & mix

3. Other (rollovers, organisers, the 

Pavilion and the Council)

Some of the opportunities/issues facing us

Because of the lockdown for the 2nd half of 2021, 
the opportunities/issues facing us are largely the 

same as when I spoke at the last AGM



• Voluntary organisations can be 

vibrant or they can become stale

• New tutors and new courses are 

part of achieving vibrancy

• They are also needed if we are to

grow

• Many of our current tutors are 

very dedicated and finding new 

ones of similar ilk is difficult

Tutors



• Eltham (and wider): more social 
activities that aren’t restricted to 
classes

• Hurstbridge: some new blood, 
some new activities

• Diamond Creek: more members 
and a ‘proper’ venue

• Eastern Banyule: at least one 
venue

Geographic venues, mix and reach



• Rollovers: a pragmatic ‘third 
way’ approach

• Organisers: a number of people 
have recently come forward so 
let’s see how that goes

• The Pavilion: just have to accept 
that the overall ambience is that 
of a sporting venue?

• The Council: just have to accept 
that they are what they are?

Other



Aileen Jones Brian McLean David Chambers

Alan Clayton Bruce Byrne Deborah Di Meo

Alison Delaney Bruno Zielke Debra Forbes

Amanda Owen Carlos Serrano Diana Sze-Hong

Anatoly-Nat Dordus Carol Clark Diane Fitzmaurice

Andrea Gregson Carole Maher Dianne Parslow

Andrew Leopold Carole Meade Dianne West

Ankie Box Carole Waldron Eileen Goodall

April Edwards Cath Bauman Eve Scopes

Barbara Owen Cathy Mann Fidel Panzera

Beverley Moss Cathy Romeo Francien Daniels-Webb

Bill Naim Cheryl Winstanley Frank Camera

Brenda Smith Chris Raverty Gail Clayton

Brian Devenish Damien L'Huillier Gail Tuck

Thanks to our 2022 volunteers



Gayle Considine Ian Coulter John Robertson

Gerard Wood Jan Aitken John Stuyfbergen

Gillian Essex Jan Mackenzie Joy Barham

Giselle Buller Jan Taylor Judy Lynch

Graeme Russell Jane Davies Judy Racz

Graham Clark Jean Kelabora Judy Vizzari

Graham Fildes Jean Kelty Julene Robbins

Greg Scott Jean Norton June Downs

Guy Palmer Jenni Bull June Rushton

Helen Bostock Jessie Apted Karen Coulston

Helen Clark Joe Barker Karen Jeffery

Helen Costello Joe Wright Karen Redrup

Helen Warden John Crichton Kathleen McMurray

Huguette De Rycke John King Kathy Agius



Kay Bichard Lyn Frazer Noel Butterfield

Keith Jackson Lyn Richards Pam Griffith

Lambert Kelabora Lyndell Whiting Pam Kemeys

Laraine Hussey Madeleine Jackson Pat Rhys-Jones

Leanne Ipsen Maree Krohn Patricia Butcher

Leslie Rhys-Jones Maree Papworth Paul Siostrom

Leslie Smith Margaret Schooneveldt Raymond Crowe

Lilia Deschamps Margit Alm Raymond Robbins

Lindsay Byrnes Mark Connell Reg Venn

Liz Byrne Martin Winfield Rob Rankin

Lorraine Jelley Mary-Anne Anderson Robert Scopes

Lorraine Trotman Maureen Meaney Roma O'Callaghan

Louise Currie Mike Rich Ros Camera

Lucille Sadler Neil Taylor Rosemary Aitken



Russ Hawking Susan Lloyd Vincent Schultz

Russell Border Suzanne McNally Wendy Haszler

Ruth Goddard Suzanne Teese Wendy Price

Sabi Buehler Terry Spottiswood Yvonne Torrico

Sandra Barnes Thais Venn

Sandra Lamb Tom Richards

Sandra Slattery Tony Agius

Sheila Beaton Tony Lee

Steve Herbstreit Trisha Weller

Stuart Winstanley Val Harrop

Sue Bailey Val Sandeman

Sue Bowles Val Wilkie

Sue Brenkovich Valerie Osborne

Sue Dawson Vasundhara Kandpal



Special thanks to

• The committee

• The tutors

• The class reps

• The covid marshals

• The office

• The reception

• The kitchen volunteers

• Everyone else

• Judy (creative), Sue (welfare), Tony (IT)

• Stuart (our new life member!)


